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BIG SIBLINGS SIZE AND ACCESS TO THE UNIVERSITIES
ABSTACT

Daanish, AF, Mohmand F, Farooqi H, Rassoli J

There are controversies between studies about the relationship of family size /sibling size and education
in some countries. No study has been carried out in this connection in Afghanistan, even the average
student’s sibship size has not been studied there.

Objective: To estimate the average siblings size in students at Kabul University, and compare it with the
national average siblings size.

Method: A cross sectional descriptive study with simple and short questionnaire was designed to include
all students of 2nd to 5th year students of Kabul university (N=11447) that is the oldest and most
populous university in Afghanistan comprising different spectra of the community. The acquired
information were analyzed by MS excel and SPSS 16.0. Only descriptive statistics were used.

Results: From the accessible students, 8695 (75.9%) filled the questionnaires. All gathered data were
entered into worksheets, but due to incompleteness or invalid information, 277(3.2%) questionnaires were
not processed. The average sibling size was about 7.09, median=7, mode=6 and SD= 2.59. Students from
families with one to three siblings consisted only 5.8 %. The average sibling size between 20 different
faculties ranged from 6.37 to 7.71. Male students belonged to families with more male siblings and
female students belonged to families with more female siblings than their opposite gender.

Conclusion: The average student’s sibling size was about 7.09 that is close to the national average of
sibling size of approximately the same age group (6.9). Although it was a descriptive study, it shows that
large sibling size did not prevent thousands students attaining Kabul University; which contradicts the
opinion that large sibling size is a barrier to education.



